
 

 
 
May 4, 2020  
 
As we continue to navigate the COVID-19 crisis together, please continue reaching out to us as 
issues arise for you and for your businesses. We are and will continue to remain in regular contact 
with key stakeholders at the State Agencies and with the Administration to advocate on your 
behalf. Below please find updates and new information since our last update. 
 
WHAT’S NEW TODAY 
 
Governor Cuomo Press Briefing 
 

• The press briefing took place today in Rochester at the Wegmans Conference Center. The 
Governor thanked Wegmans for allowing the State to conduct antibody tests in their facilities.  

 
• The total number of hospitalizations is below 10,000 once again. Additionally, the number of new 

cases was down with 717 cases on May 3nd. Previously we were hovering at about 900-1000 cases 
per day. 
 

 
 

• There were a total of 226 COVID-19-related deaths on May 3rd. Of these, 193 were hospital deaths 
and 33 were in nursing homes. This is a slight decrease from the day before. A total of 19,398 New 
Yorkers have passed away from coronavirus. 
 



 
 

• As New York State plans to reopen, it will be done based upon data, measures and science. This 
can be accomplished through a quantifiable formula. If you are able to control the rate of 
transmission of the virus (Rt - 1.1) you can control it from becoming an outbreak. If the rate is low, 
businesses can reopen in phases. If the rate goes up, we will need to close the valve.  
 

 
 

• When New York starts to reopen it will not happen statewide all at once. Reopening will be done 
regionally based upon 4 core factors: monitoring new infections, healthcare capacity, diagnostic 
testing capacity and contact tracing capacity. The Governor provided a list of 10 metrics to 
accomplish these core factors in order for a region to reopen: 
 

 
 



 
 

                                                                                                                                            

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

• Note: This slide uses Monroe Country as an example due to the location of today’s press briefing.  
 

 
 



 
 

• On May 15th the NY PAUSE order will expire and some regions will start to reopen based upon the 
above metrics. Governor Cuomo stated that if regions want to reopen, real substantive 
government work needs to be completed prior to May 15th.   
 

• The Governor urged that New Yorkers continue to wear masks. 
 

• School districts will receive guidance on how to plan to reopen, similar to businesses. This 
guidance will be primarily focused on how to socially distance in classrooms, gatherings, 
cafeterias and transportation and what this will mean. For example, does social distancing in a 
classroom mean a school will need more physical space for classrooms and therefore more 
teachers?  

 
• Secretary to the Governor Melissa DeRosa stated that the Department of Labor Commissioner will 

be holding a briefing later to provide an update on unemployment. DeRosa mentioned that many 
of the pending cases are due to cases not being certified on the website. People must re-certify 
every Saturday that they are still unemployed in order to remain eligible.  Over 90,000 emails on 
this were sent out by DOL over the weekend to people who fall into this category.  
 

• The Governor credited nursing home staff and administrators for their dedication. He reiterated 
that nursing homes should contact the state for a facility transfer if they cannot provide adequate 
care for any resident that tests positive. Additionally, the investigation with the Department of 
Health and the Attorney General is still ongoing. 

 
UP-TO-DATE GUIDANCE 
 

• New York State Department of Health: 
 

o Nursing Home Guidance – Employees 
 

o Nursing Home Guidance – Residents  
 

o How You Can Help: Contact Tracing, Providing Goods and Services to Aid New York’s 
Testing Capacity, First Responders Fund, Manufacturing Products, HMH related 
professionals, COVID-19 technology 

 
o Medicaid Redesign Team Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) Technical Assistance Webinar 

(May 5th 2-3 PM) 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/nh-letterregardingemployees-4.29.20.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/nhletterregarding-residents-4.29.20.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/get-involved-how-you-can-help
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/get-involved-how-you-can-help
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/get-involved-how-you-can-help
https://meetny.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=meetny&service=6&rnd=0.9225054976457271&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeetny.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004a55542edadfef7c73fd78b5ddc4dc891376f4415a4bb799d2a66b32eb73a0ebb%26siteurl%3Dmeetny%26confViewID%3D160060351085293167%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASadqa_YL6tPRs7H7DtcJl_SJL9z-aEXrK6FZk3-Wx8jQ2%26
https://meetny.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=meetny&service=6&rnd=0.9225054976457271&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeetny.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004a55542edadfef7c73fd78b5ddc4dc891376f4415a4bb799d2a66b32eb73a0ebb%26siteurl%3Dmeetny%26confViewID%3D160060351085293167%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASadqa_YL6tPRs7H7DtcJl_SJL9z-aEXrK6FZk3-Wx8jQ2%26


 
• Federal Reserve Bank of New York  

 
o Primary Market and Secondary Market Corporate Credit Facilities 

 
• New York State Courts: 

 
o Electronic Document Delivery System (EDDS) 

 
• Empire State Development: Guidance for Determining Whether a Business Enterprise is Subject to 

a Workforce Reduction Under Recent Executive Orders 

 
o There have been no changes since our last update.  

 

• New York City: Agency Suspensions and Reductions 

 
o There have been no changes since our last update.  

 

Attached please find a comprehensive document with guidance from across government agencies. We 
will be updating this document as information becomes available and including it in our daily updates. 
 
In addition to our regular email updates, Ostroff Associates has established two dedicated webpages that 
will be updated in real time with any new information from government sources relating to COVID-19. 
Please use these websites as a resource and share with others who would benefit. 
 
Update Page: https://www.ostroffassociates.com/covid-19-updates/  
 
News Page: https://www.ostroffassociates.com/category/covid-19/ 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.  
 

 
Ostroff Associates | 150 State Street, Suite 301 | Albany, New York 12207 | (518) 436-6202 | 
ostroffassociates.com 

 

https://www.newyorkfed.org/markets/primary-and-secondary-market-faq/corporate-credit-facility-faq
https://iappscontent.courts.state.ny.us/NYSCEF/live/edds.htm
https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
https://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-resources/city-agency-service-updates.page
https://www.ostroffassociates.com/covid-19-updates/
https://www.ostroffassociates.com/category/covid-19/
http://ostroffassociates.com/

